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Policy Point 5: Land Use and Transportation Plans 
 

Is the proposed access point revision compatible with all land use and transportation plans?   

Introduction  
In order to assess the compatibility of the West Plains Transit Center Interchange Justification Report (IJR) with existing land 

use and transportation plans for the area, the following documents were reviewed:  

 Connect Spokane – A Comprehensive Plan for Public Transportation (revised 2014) 

 I-90/SR 902 Interchange Improvements (2013) 

 Spokane County Comprehensive Plan (2012) 

 Horizon 2040 – Spokane Metropolitan Transportation Plan (2013) 

 The Washington Transportation Plan (WTP 2007 – 2026, and WTP 2030) (revised 2010) 

For this IJR analysis, the Spokane Regional Transportation Council (SRTC) travel demand models are used to provide a basis 

for the analysis years and periods. The SRTC model includes existing year land uses for the existing base calibration and 

analysis, as well as future year land uses in accordance with approved zoning classifications and Office of Financial 

Management (OFM) development guidelines. To be consistent with current transportation planning assumptions, these models 

also include the existing land use plus committed projects for the region from the 4-year Transportation Improvement Programs 

(TIPs) and Horizon 2040.  

Connect Spokane – A Comprehensive Plan for Public Transportation  

The Interstate 90 (I-90) express flier stops with pedestrian connections to the West Plains Transit Center are included in the 

Spokane Transit Authority’s 2014 Comprehensive Plan for Public Transportation. The purpose is to expand connectivity to the 

West Plains communities and improve travel times to and from the City of Cheney and Eastern Washington University by 

providing improved high-quality, higher performance, cost effective transit services that address mobility needs for an expanding 

population and employment base west of Spokane. Multi-modal transportation services will be enhanced through:  

 Improving connectivity between cities and the West Plains area; 

 Providing easy and fast connections to High Performance Transit (HPT) service along the I-90 corridor; 

 Improving transit access to residential and employment areas adjacent to Exit 272 by providing convenient transfers 

between local and express bus services; and 

 Reducing congestion by providing an attractive alternative for single occupant vehicle (SOV) users. 

I-90/SR 902 Interchange Improvements and Washington Transportation Plan 

It is important to understand that this particular IJR is designed to discuss the operation of the West Plains Transit Center with 

or without the proposed express bus flyer stops with pedestrian connections. The issues related to the traffic operation of the 

ramp terminal intersections were addressed in the 2013 WSDOT Final Value Engineering Study Report – I-90/SR 902 

Interchange Improvements. The proposed express bus flyer stops with pedestrian connections are consistent with the 

improvements listed the I-90/SR 902 Interchange Improvements project and the Washington Transportation Plan, and does not 

adversely affect these plans.  
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Spokane County Comprehensive Plan 

In 2012 Spokane County Comprehensive Plan, the West Plains Transit Center and surrounding area is designated as one of 

the Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) in Spokane County. A primary basis for the UGA requirement is the economical and efficient 

provision of public services, which includes the public transit service. The Spokane County Comprehensive Plan Chapter 2 also 

indicates the land use for the West Plains Transit Center area as “Regional Commercial Area”, surrounded by light industrial 

and low density residential areas. This “mixed-use” area is characterized as: 

 Housing and employment densities to support frequent transit service; 

 Public transit connections to other Centers and Corridors; 

 Safe, attractive bus stops and pedestrian and bicycle ways; and 

 Buildings which front on wide sidewalks with attractive landscaping, benches and frequent transit stops. 

The proposed express bus flyer stops with pedestrian connections are consistent with the Spokane County Comprehensive 

Plan, and enhances the Plan by providing fast and efficient transit service to the area. 

Horizon 2040 – Spokane Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

Horizon 2040 is the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) for the Spokane 

metropolitan planning area developed by SRTC. It is a plan for an integrated, accessible, multi-modal transportation system to 

safely and efficiently move people and goods through the year 2040. The plan identifies a list of projects and programs 

expected to be implemented between today and the year 2040. Horizon 2040 also includes a list of unfunded transportation 

needs that are important to the region should additional funding become available. 

The I-90 express flier stops with pedestrian connections to the West Plains Transit Center are included in the Horizon 2040 and 

listed as a short-term regionally significant project (described as the West Plains Transit Center – Project 9). 

Summary  
The proposed express bus flyer stops with pedestrian connections to the West Plains Transit Center are consistent with the 

applicable land use and transportation plans. 


